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March 22 marks World Water Day—a day for all of us to raise our voices, cameras, 
pens and pennies on behalf of the 768 million people around the world that live 
without safe water to drink. 

We’ve developed this on-line advocate’s guide to inspire bloggers and digerati like 
you to get involved. We want to hear your personal #waterstory. We want to rally with 
you to tell Congress to support the Paul Simon Water for the World Act. We want to 
see your #cheerstoH20 photos, Vines, videos and tweets making a toast to safe wa-
ter. Above all, we want to join with you in telling the world why every drop matters on 
World Water Day—and every day. 

When it comes to breaking the cycle of poverty, we’ve all got a role to play, and if 
there’s one thing we know, it’s that it all starts with water.

Alanna Imbach
Media & Communications Officer
@AlannaImbach

What it’s all about  

A day. A message. A vision for change.

World Water 
Day 2014

Every drop,
every day.

https://twitter.com/AlannaImbach


What’s your #waterstory? 

For most of us, spending hours each day walking to collect water from dirty or 
contaminated water sources is pretty hard to fathom. We can hardly imagine what it 
would be like worrying that our loved ones are drinking water that might make them 
sick or worse, or what it would be like to experience utter joy the very first time that 
safe water were available in our home town.

For most of us, the fact that 1 in 10 people worldwide do not have access to water 
that is safe to drink, wash or cook with is just short of unimaginable. 

Even so, we all have a #waterstory. 

Remember that time when the power went out and you were left without water for 
hours—or days? The family vacation overseas when you drank water that left you 
side-lined by the bathroom for the week? Or the time you went camping and were 
constantly scoping out where to duck behind a bush to go to the bathroom where no 
one would see you and where you weren’t at risk of snake bites? For some, it may be 
as simple as the last time you went to the gym, determined to fulfil your New Year’s 
resolution and hit up a tough spin bike class… but forgot to bring your water. 

Whatever your experience, these are the moments when we are all reminded of just 
how important having access to water and a toilet can be. 

This World Water Day, we want to hear your #waterstory. Blog it, tweet it, 
Facebook-it, and tell us about it @WaterAidAmerica so that we can share together as 
we celebrate the importance of water—every day.
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Just in time for World Water Day, WaterAid is teaming up with Mom Bloggers for 
Social Good and Global Team of 200 member Jennifer Barbour March 16 – 23 to get a 
firsthand look at community involvement around water, toilets and hygiene 
education stands to revolutionize life within the Latin American Caribbean region. 

We’ll be meeting up with inspirational women and girls who are eager to share their 
own #waterstory: a telling example of how smart investments around safe water and 
toilets can drive entrepreneurship, empower women and improve the health and 
wellbeing of entire communities.

Follow the journey on Jennifer’s blog and on social media using #WaterAidNica, then 
join us for a special World Water Day Twitter chat on Friday, March 21, 1pm ET, where 
Jennifer will be sharing her experience and welcoming your questions about all that 
she’s seen.
 
“The #waterstory here in Nicaragua is the story of daily life… every day, every drop 
is a water story.” – Joshua Briemberg, WaterAid Nicaragua

Live from Nicaragua:   

Join the journey
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http://mombloggersforsocialgood.com/global-team-of-200/
http://mombloggersforsocialgood.com/global-team-of-200/
http://anotherjennifer.com/tag/wateraid/
http://www.wateraid.org/us/the-water-story/the-crisis/women
http://www.wateraid.org/us/the-water-story/the-crisis/women
http://anotherjennifer.com/tag/wateraid/
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23wateraidnica&src=typd&f=realtime


Register now for WaterAid’s free advocacy training webinar March 11, 12:30 EDT.
You don’t need us to tell you: your pen (er, keyboard?) is one of the most powerful 
tools for change out there. This World Water Day, you can put your passionate writing 
skills to great use by joining with Americans across the country in asking Congress to 
support the Senator Paul Simon Water for the World Act. 

Right now, Congress is at a critical juncture. It is entering the last few months before 
this November’s elections will change everything in Washington. Again. Did you know 
that with each new session of Congress, all legislation previously introduced has to 
begin anew? We’ve come too far and gained too much momentum this year--40 House 
co-sponsors and counting!--to have to start over. That’s why now is the time to tell 
Congress we want to see the Water for the World Act on the President’s desk before 
the end of the year. That’s why now is the time we most need you! 

Spread the word, and join us for a free one-hour webinar at 12.30 p.m. EDT on Thurs-
day, March 11, 2014, to learn more about how you can get involved in your home-
town. We will provide updates on the Water for the World Act that make for great blog 
fodder, give you tools to set up a successful in-district meeting with your Members of 
Congress, and support you to try your hand at opinion pieces and letters to the editor 
of your local papers. Your voice matters! 

Hone your inner advocate   
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http://www.wateraid.org/us/the-water-story/our-approach/policy-and-advocacy/the-water-for-the-world-act
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/2957902139715277826
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/2957902139715277826




•	 768 million people in the world today do not have access to safe drinking water —
roughly 1 in 10 of the world’s population.

•	 1 in 3 people worldwide do not have access to a safe, private toilet.

• Around 2,000 children die every day from water related diseases.

• Women in developing countries typically walk an average distance of 4 miles 
each day on her trek for water. A typical jerry can of water weighs 40 pounds. 

• According to the world bank: $220 billion would be added to the global economy 
each year if we were to provide toilets and sanitation to everyone currently with-
out it. 

•	 Just $25 can help one person access a lasting supply of safe water, improved 
hygiene and sanitation.

• Having safe water and gender-segregated toilets in school keeps girls from 
dropping out once they begin menstruating.

Know your facts 

Why does WASH matter?
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Ready to share? 

Start here.
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Selfies	for	a	cause 
Share yours this World Water Day and tell Congress you support the Water for the 
World Act. Take a photo of yourself (or with a group) raising a glass of water and 
share it on social media using hashtag #cheertoH20. 

Here are a few examples to get you going: #CheerstoH2O! Raise a glass with me to 
celebrate #WorldWaterDay. Learn more: http://ow.ly/tX2f1 [UPLOAD PHOTO]

Everyone deserves the chance to raise a glass to good health. Please support 
#water4world. #CheerstoH2O [PHOTO]

Say thanks to current cosponsors:  Tag the target cosponsor in your photo caption on 
Twitter or post your photo on the target’s Facebook wall (remembering to include the 
#cheerstoH2O hashtag). For links to the social media profiles of all current cospon-
sors, click here.
 For example: Thanks @JudgeTedPoe for cosponsoring #water4world. Here’s to your 
health and to #globalhealth! #cheerstoH2O [PHOTO]
 
Stellar reads worthy of a share:
• Lack of water and sanitation hurts women and girls the most
• Giving birth on the side of the road with two cans of dirty water
• Risking rape to reach a toilet in India’s slums
• The burden of collecting water while pregnant
• The water crisis that rightly caused an uproar
• Menstrual hygiene matters
• We can’t wait: A report on sanitation and hygiene for women and girls
• Everyone, everywhere: A vision for water, sanitation and hygiene post-2015 

http://www.defeatdd.org/node/1257
http://www.trust.org/item/20131004120551-omt32/


Shareable graphics

Video to pass around

 

• The story of Asefu Reade  • It starts with water

• The story of Marie Lahai • Thank you  

 

World Water 
Day 2014

Every drop,
every day.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VcvYRl9A5sk&list=PLc-oawSTlDS1z6Hy83tDtBd_kygk5BU1J&feature=c4-overview-vl
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TzBRlsEqT1w
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AaBDBxkRiWI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vfNOy0xs_aM&list=UU8bX1R9g9z1JY0hXut3hDsg&feature=c4-overview
http://ow.ly/i/4NJjs
http://ow.ly/i/4NJjs
http://ow.ly/i/4NJlp
http://ow.ly/i/4NJlp


What does WaterAid do exactly?

WaterAid is proving that even the impossible can be won. Because of donor 
support from people who won’t take poverty for an answer, WaterAid has been able 
to help over 19 million people gain access to safe water since 1981, and reached 
15.1 million people with toilets and sanitation since 2004. That’s millions of stories 
of how individual lives have been transformed in some of the world’s poorest, 
hardest to reach places.

Our approach is simple: work side-by side with the local community to ignite 
monumental change by giving them the tools that they need to break down barriers 
and make water and toilets an accessible reality for everyone in their community.
 
Learn more about how we make it happen, and how you can be part of it all: 
www.wateraid.org  
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http://www.wateraid.org/us



