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You are invited…

“These are the daughters 
that I will give you…”

Words to St. Julie Billiart 
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Front Cover:
Sr. Janet Mullen, SNDdeN 
depicts St. Julie Billiart’s 
Vision at Compiegne, 
France. Julie saw women 
standing around a cross 
and heard the words 
of Jesus on the Cross: 
“These are the daughters 
whom I will give you in 
an Institute marked by 
my cross.” With Julie and 
Françoise in the dress 
(habit) seen in the vision, 
Sr. Janet conceptualizes 
other Sisters serving today 
in modern dress.

Welcome to the new Congregational Leadership Team 
of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur

(2021-2027)

O
(L to R): Sisters Amarachi Grace Ezeonu (Nigeria), Lorraine Connell (MA, USA), Evalyne Aseyo 
(Kenya), Mary Johnson, Congregational Leader (MA, USA), Miriam Montero Bereche (Peru)
met face-to-face for the transfer of leadership for the Congregation on March 25, 2022.

n the Feast Day of the Immaculate Conception, December 8, 
2021, the 39 Delegates at a Virtual General Chapter elected 
a new Congregational Leadership Team.

“In our virtual Chapter Room, attentive to the Spirit, we heard in this 
extraordinary way, the cries of people living in poverty as well as the 
cries of Earth. We see God’s Creation scarred by systematic destruction, 
motivated by greed and hate, thus threatening the planet and life itself.” 
CALLS, General Chapter 2021, p. 1
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SNDdeN in Ministry V O C A T I O N S

You are invited…
to love, to lead and to act!

By Sr. Anne Stevenson, SNDdeN, Director of Communications, 
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur 

We, Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur (SNDdeN), invite a 
new Generation of passionate, energetic young women to 

follow as disciples of Jesus Christ, as vowed Women Religious and to 
carry forward the charism 
of St. Julie Billiart across 
continental borders. 
Are you, or one of your 
relatives or friends called 
to be a Sister who will 
bring the goodness of God 
to our su�ering humanity? 
Do you hear a CALL to 
belong as a member in 
this Congregation whose 
Sisters have reached out 
to those living in poverty 
for more than two 
centuries and counting!

Congregation Founded on the Cross
While su�ering extreme physical pain, paralyzed, totally powerless, 
hiding while hunted by revolutionaries in France, surrounded by 
violence and the insecurity of the times, Marie-Rose-Julie Billiart lived 
one of the most profound spiritual experiences of her life. Raptured in 
ecstasy at Compiègne, France, bedridden Julie saw Jesus on the Cross
of Calvary, surrounded by a great number of women wearing a religious 
habit that she did not recognize. She heard the words from Jesus:

From that day, Julie knew her call to be foundress of the SNDdeN 
Congregation. Today, many Sisters believe that St. Julie saw each 
one in a vision at Compiègne. 
In 1804, three women, Julie Billiart, Françoise Blin de Bourdon
and Catherine Duchatel made Vows to God as the �rst Sisters 
in the Congregation, named by Julie as Sisters of Notre Dame. 
O�en, when Julie met young women who later became SNDdeN, 
she would say: “I saw you at Compiègne.”
�is ongoing invitation from St. Julie to make known the goodness 
of God lives on in her Sisters as we hear Jesus’ words to her! We believe 
that this is our sacred call in loving one another as Sisters, as vowed 
members in our Congregation, marked by the cross. 

Gospel Women in a Global Mission
On February 2, 1806, Julie had another spiritual experience while 
re�ecting on a revelation to Simeon at Jesus’ Presentation in 
the temple (Luke 2: 30-32). God revealed to Julie that her in�uence 
in bringing the Gospel through education would extend beyond 
the borders of Belgium and France in a world-wide Mission, 
“to be a light of revelation” in years forward and beyond. 

Disciples of Jesus Christ in Communion 
In more troubled times with Church o�cials in Amiens, France, 
Julie had another vision in 1812 at the front door of the convent. 
She saw Jesus carrying his cross and beckoning to her: 

“Look at me and follow me.” (Letter 228 and Memoirs of Mother St. Joseph, p. 181)

Mosaic at Ipswich, MA of the Vision of Compiègne
designed by Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur.

“These are the daughters…” SNDdeN Province Leadership Teams and Sta� conclude 
a successful international meeting with Congregational Leadership Team.

“These are the daughters that I will give you in an Institute 
marked by my cross.”(Testimonials for Julie’s Beatification: Vision in Compiègne around 1793) 
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We, Julie’s daughters, are disciples 
of Jesus Christ; we follow him as 
Gospel women, on a Journey of 
Fidelity with St. Julie. We demonstrate 
discipleship in our life of prayer, 
as individuals and in community; 
we are contemplatives in action, 
through our varied ministries. 
All SNDdeN, consecrated to God 
by Vows, share profoundly our great 
love for St. Julie and our co-foundress, 
Françoise Blin de Bourdon, who 
model for all Sisters this deep love 
for God, all Creation and humanity. 
In living faithfully our charism of 
making known God’s goodness, 
our relationships with one another 
as Sisters are a sacred bonding in 
LOVE and communion. We live in 
diversi�ed praying communities 

internationally. In many countries, di�erent cultures and languages, 
we are ONE in a spiritual union of love for one another, our Congregation 
and Mission. We are praying women, sharing a spirituality of joy and 
hope, with those with whom we live, work and serve in varied ministries 
on �ve continents. �e beauty and strength of our spirituality, as 
contemplatives in action re�ect the power of God acting in our lives. 

Women of the Church 
SNDdeN are always in the forefront of the Church as LEADERS listening 
and responding to new incentives and directives voiced by Popes, 
Synods and Vatican Councils at a given time, throughout the centuries. 
In 1813, a crisis time for the Church, St. Julie met with Pope Pius VII, 
incarcerated by Napoleon Bonaparte in the Chateau in Fontainebleau. 
�e Pope shared with her the troubles in the Church at that time. 

He con�rmed for Julie her Mission in the Church. Pius VII gave 
Julie a cruci�x, another sign of her bonding with Jesus Christ and 
carrying forward the Gospel Message.

Religious Life in the Church Today
In a February 2022 video, Pope Francis spoke from the Vatican to 
Women Religious: “What would the Church be without religious sisters 
and consecrated laywomen? �e Church cannot be understood without 
them…I encourage all consecrated women to…choose what is best for 
their mission in the face of the world’s challenges.”
�e Pope called all Women Religious to respond in ACTION to the 
challenges facing humanity: “I exhort them...to have an impact 
with the poor, with the marginalized, with all those who are enslaved 
by tra�ckers…” He prayed for women religious who “show the beauty 
of God’s love and compassion” when they encounter obstacles, even 
from the Church. Francis told Sisters “not to be discouraged” and “keep 
making God’s goodness known through the apostolic works...above all 
through your witness of consecration.” (Independent Catholic News, February 2, 2022)

What is Our Mission? 
Sisters of Notre Dame, women with hearts as wide as the world,
make known God’s goodness and love, with and among people living 
in poverty, through a Gospel way of life, community and prayer. 
(Mission Statement on back cover)

Our Sisters change lives by working with our Associates, Notre Dame 
Mission Volunteers, Partners and Friends.

“As we work for justice and peace today, we hold in our hearts those 
individuals and groups whose lives are being destroyed by systemic racism 
and tribalism, and those peoples forced to migrate across borders in search 
of life and hope.” (CALLS: General Chapter, 2021) 

Did St. Julie Billiart see you at Compiègne?
We invite you to love, to lead and to act with us!

Vision of Compiègne, depicted by Sr. Janet 
Mullen, SNDdeN.

Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur are an international Congregation of Women 
Religious, founded by St. Julie Billiart (1751-1816) in Amiens, France in 1804. 
We are women, vowed to God by poverty, chastity and obedience and a commitment 
to making known God’s goodness through education in a variety of ministries. 

We serve on five continents: Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America and North America. 
We staff offices /centers in Rome, ITALY, Namur, BELGIUM and Ipswich, MA, USA. 
We maintain a congregational website at: www.sndden.org and an educational 
website at www.notredameonline.org.
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SNDdeN in Ministry C O M M U N I C A T I O N S / N E T W O R K I N G

Notre Dame Communications 
By Meg Glendon, Director of Communications, United States Provinces

ommunication has played an important role in the life of 
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur (SNDdeN). From the earliest 
days, good communication has informed, inspired and united 
the Sisters. St. Julie Billiart valued constant communication 
and demonstrated this commitment through her letters to 

Françoise Blin de Bourdon and all the Sisters, her in-person visits 
to various communities of Sisters in Belgium and France. In her � rm 
belief for the Mission of the Congregation, Julie communicated despite 
the di�  culties of travel and the dangers of the times. As we re� ect 
upon the unfolding history of the Congregation, we understand 
that the commitment to Mission, the building of community and 
communicating the goodness of God has been a consistent 
thread to the present in the life of Notre Dame de Namur.
SNDdeN have served in the United States for three centuries, 
using communications to build relationships with one another and 
with those they serve, holding true to the mission while adapting to the 
needs of the times. In the 1800’s, oceans separated the Sisters living in 
America from those on other continents. Since the mode of transportation 
made it di�  cult to travel within the country, Sisters largely remained 
within their local missions. Letter writing was the major form of 
communication among Sisters, convents and families both at home and 
abroad. � ere was no speci� c mode of external communication used 
during these times; Sisters counted on their presence and interactions 
with students and families to speak for them wherever they served.
In years when face to face gatherings became more common, Sisters 
found new ways to communicate and form strong bonds with one 
another. In the 1900’s, they expanded their external communication 
networks. � ey became members and leaders in regional and national 
organizations such as the Leadership Conference of Women Religious 
and the National Black Sisters Conference.
In the 21st Century, Sisters connected among one another in an 
internal intranet system, First Class, used for social interaction and 
international and province business. Later, the ubiquitous use of cell 
phones as the device used for Internet searches, texting as a major mode 
of communication and the explosion of social media became the norm. 
In this context, the Sisters build today Websites and social media 

platforms such as Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram 
compatible with cell phones. 
� ese early adapters of 
virtual meetings are a way to 
connect through technology 
with one another and 
with external audiences, 
essential for communicating 
with one another and with 
the ministries.
Internationally, there 
is a common and deeply 
held bond between and 
among SNDdeN, which 
includes di� erent cultures 
and seven languages. 
� ere are multiple examples 
of the steady flow of communications with one another and with 
people with whom they work and serve. In person and virtual gatherings 
during the past two years are examples of Sisters using communications 
to build community and to � nd ways to live the Mission in an e� ective 
and meaningful way – sometimes with Skype, Zoom or WhatsApp.
The General Chapter (GC), in Religious Congregations, is the 
highest-ranking body for decision-making and usually meets every 
six years. Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur had scheduled their 18th GC 
to be in Nairobi, Kenya in July 2020. COVID-19 invaded our lives 
as it did globally and the pandemic continued over these two plus years. 
Restrictions for entering other countries closed any hope for our 
Delegates to meet face-to-face in a Chapter. Yet, even a pandemic was 
not able to deter the SNDdeN from their international Mission. In 2021, 
the Chapter Delegates met virtually across � ve continents in multiple 
time zones during three-day sessions, lasting four hours each on ZOOM, 
during September through early December. Delegates agreed on speci� c 
directions for the Congregation in a movement forward with new initiatives; 
they elected a new Congregational Leadership Team for the next six 
years. Communications continue to unite the Sisters internationally.

At the heart of it all is the shared belief in the 
goodness of God, a commitment to the Mission of 
the Sisters of Notre Dame and a deep personal bond 
among Sisters wherever they might live and serve.

On Fire with Mission, Sisters and Sta�  strengthened 
networking in communications internationally in 
March 2020. They continue to meet on Zoom about 
every 8 weeks.

ommunication has played an important role in the life of 
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur (SNDdeN). From the earliest 
days, good communication has informed, inspired and united 
the Sisters. St. Julie Billiart valued constant communication 
and demonstrated this commitment through her letters to 

Françoise Blin de Bourdon and all the Sisters, her in-person visits 
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New Initiative in Jattu, Nigeria
Sr. Priscilla Aliu, SNDdeN, Director of Communications, Nigeria Province 

n 2020, the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur (SNDdeN) 
in the Nigeria Province established Notre Dame Vocational 
Institute (NDVI) in order to help young people, and other 
persons living in poverty to learn entrepreneurial skills 

for self-sustainability. From direct experiences and daily knowledge, 
we understand entrepreneurship as a viable tool for helping people 
to survive currently. As educators, we are called in these critical times 
to help people to grow their economy, ful� ll their goals and meet 
the numerous economic challenges in our globe today. 
We opened NDVI in Edo State, because it is a red zone for human 
tra�  cking, especially of young girls. � e presence of our Institute 
in Jattu is our SNDdeN way of providing an alternative means to 
save and protect the lives of these girls and train those who are willing 
to develop their skills locally. We hope that our Institute will help curb 
the unnecessary exits of young people, leaving their towns and families 
in search of greener pastures. Many young women become a prey 
in the hands of human tra�  ckers. Notre Dame Vocational Institute 
has attractive incentives for registered students and those who graduate 
from the Institution. � ey enjoy 50% discount in school fees; those 

who are too poor to pay 
even the discounted fees are 
� nancially sponsored to enable 
them in completing their 
programme. � e biggest bene� t 
is that NDVI gives start-up 
equipment to graduating 
students who need to start out 
right a� er they � nish learning 
the skills. � e � rst set of 
students who graduated on 
December 10, 2021 received 
one sewing machine and two 
local ovens for their start up 
as entrepreneurs.

NDVI Departments 
� e Institute has the sewing, cookery, baking and knitting departments. 
Sr. Ijeoma Uwakwe, SNDdeN, Administrator of the Institute, is encouraged 
by the progress and success of the school and its faculty and students 
in three departments. 
Sewing: Sr. Augustina Onyebuchi, 
SNDdeN who is the Departmental 
Head works with one of our young 
Sisters, Sr. Teresa Falola, SNDdeN. 
Both Sisters are professional 
seamstresses. Sr. Augustina is 
thrilled to teach students the basic 
and professional ways and methods 
of dressing, using pattern dra� ing, 
standard fashion techniques and 
professional design for creating 
their own styles and patterns. 
Cookery & Baking: Sr. Bernadette Okoligan, SNDdeN heads this Department. 
� e students have the option to do one or both courses. She begins 
her teaching with theories to help students understand food, its sources 
and values before moving into practical applications. Her hope is that 
her students will be successful a� er graduation as assistants in food 
and baking establishments.
Knitting Department: Sr. Ngozi Duru, SNDdeN heads the Knitting 
Department. She teaches students how to knit and to supply sweaters 
to some of our schools. She makes her product available also for sales.

Sisters (L to R) Sisters Augustina Onyebuchi, Ijeoma Uwakwe and Theresa Falola rejoice as 
Sr. Bernadette Okoligan, Head of Cookery and Baking Department presents a free oven to 
Deborah for her work.

Sisters Augustina Onyebuchi, Ijeoma Uwakwe 
and Theresa Falola congratulate a graduating 
student, Grace, as she receives a free sewing 
machine for her work.

Sr. Theresa Falola does a fabric 
measurement session with her students.

I
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H E A L T H  C A R E

NDVI incorporates other skills in their training, according to 
St. Julie Billiart’s philosophy: “Teach whatever is necessary to equip 
the student for life.” Computer literacy, English language, workshops 
on personality types, education on the life-story of St. Julie, Notre Dame 
Spirituality, daily prayers and celebration of the Eucharistic Liturgy 
during the opening and closing of each academic term are included.

Funding and Outreach
As Administrator, Sr. Ijeoma
Uwakwe facilitates publicity about 
NDVI in the various parishes. 
Since the school is not self-
sustaining, she writes grants for 
sponsorship support. She requests 
funding from the Sisters of Notre 
Dame de Namur through a Ministry 
Grant Fund provided by our 
Congregation through the �nancial 
support from generous donors 
internationally. In an extended 
outreach, NDVI provides hospitality 
to surrounding neighbors by giving 
them water once a week from the 
Institute’s borehole.

Wider Vision
We encourage our Sisters to develop useful skills. One of our expatriate 
Sisters, Sr. Julie Ambrose, SNDdeN at age 83 makes her own dresses 
and is able to train others. �e plan of our Province Leadership Team 
in Nigeria is making skill acquisition part our Formation Program for 
newer members. �is will enable the continuation of more practical 
programs in our schools and educational institutions. 
Our wider vision is to extend our services to other parts of Nigeria 
especially where we live and serve in other ministries. We have a 
plan to target in di�erent zones other audiences in encouraging them 
to learn the skills they need to establish their own businesses for 
self-sustainability. We hope to extend our e�orts against human 
tra�cking in Nigeria. 

Continued

Deborah receives her certi�cate from 
Sr. Ijeoma Uwakwe, NDVI Director.

Affordable Health Care for Survival: 
SNDdeN Medical Centre 
By Sr. Mary Bernadette Eboh, SND 

Sisters of Notre Dame De Namur in the Nigeria Province own and 
manage Notre Dame Medical Centre, Amoyo. With the intention 

of bringing God’s goodness into the lives of the people on the outskirts 
of Ilorin Diocese in Kwara State, the Sisters opened the Centre in 

2007 by making health care services 
accessible and a�ordable for the 
local people in this remote part of 
Amoyo Local Government Area. 
We reach out to the indigenous 
community who are predominately 
Muslims, peasant farmers and petty 
traders. �ere is now a growing 
population of settlers in the area. 

Most of the already indigent natives have been made poorer by the 
COVID–19 pandemic. We treat in-patients and out-patients with health 
care for pre-natal, natal, post-natal care, including Caesarean sections, 
child welfare, immunization, surgeries, investigations and testing. 
For some time, the Medical Centre 
established a programme for Orphans 
and Vulnerable People (OVP) to assist 
people living in poverty. �ere are 
sixty families who qualify under this 
category. �ey receive free medical 
treatment for whatever condition they 
may have - malaria, typhoid, gastro-
enteritis, etc. Sometimes, we buy food
for those some who come su�ering 
from hunger. At other times, we pay 
medical bills for those who cannot a�ord to pay for all their medical 
treatment. We also support the hospital by soliciting funding from the 
rich among us to o�set medical bills for the most vulnerable. With the 
high cost of drugs in the markets due to rising in�ation rates, we help 
fewer persons with medications.

Sr. Eugenia Osueke appreciates her 
Co-Workers, who are Lab Assistants.

The Sisters rely on Emmanuel, their 
e�cient Record Keeper.
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�e Medical Centre has treated 
over 396 minor and major cases. 
We give great care and devotion 
to pregnant mothers. Many 
babies have been delivered at 
the Centre. In fact, during the 
entire 2021, there were about 
25 normal deliveries, excluding 
Caesarean surgeries. To keep 
up with the babies born at our 
Centre, we have a Christmas 
party for the children and 
vulnerable persons. During the 

celebration, a fun time for the children, we give them used clothing, 
food stu�s and cash donated by some good Samaritans. We also buy 
gi�s for all the children born at the Centre at Christmas.

Staff at Notre Dame Medical Centre
Sr. Mary Bernadette Eboh, SNDdeN is 
the Administrator of the Medical Centre; 
she is also sta� Nurse/Midwife and the 
Matron. Sr. Eugenia Osueke, SNDdeN
is a Laboratory Technician and Head of 
the Department. Sr. Anthonia Uwakwe, 
SNDdeN is a Senior Community Health 
Extension Worker at the Centre. 
Doctor Oginni Temitayo Michael is the 
Resident Doctor. 
We have four Community Health 
Extension Workers, two Auxiliary 
Nurses, a Record Keeper, a Gardener 
and a Security Guard. With this sta�, we 
are able to bring to the door steps of the 
people our health care services through 
visitation and outreach. Every morning 
in our prayers, we bring our sta�, patients 
and everyone to God through our moral 
instructions and St. Julie’s spirituality. 
The goodness of God is real among us.

New Surgery Theatre and Upgraded Laboratory 
In recent years, the Province Leadership Team built a new surgery 
theatre and extra wards to accommodate the needs of the Centre. 
Performing surgeries at the Centre was a great challenge because of 
the small surgery theatre. As we continue to raise funds to equip the 
theatre maximally for surgeries, we are happy that the theatre will be a 
great help to all those who have surgical needs within and outside the 
Medical Centre. Some surgeries are: caesarean sections, myomectomy, 
appendectomy, hypertrophy and hysterectomy.
�e Medical Centre has an 
upgraded Laboratory department 
now for running multiple di�erent 
tests such as genotype, serology, 
urinalysis, malaria parasites, full 
blood count, hepatitis, HIV, white 
blood cell count, etc. Having a 
functional lab with daily operation 
is good news for the Centre.
�e people in Amoyo recognize the Ministry Grant Funding from the 
SNDdeN Congregational Mission O�ce in Ipswich, MA, USA which 
helps our Medical Centre to give a�ordable health care. Financial 
Resources given by generous donors enable the e�ectiveness of this 
funding. Ministry Grants awarded to the Centre o�set some of these 
invoices and contribute to the survival of people in the area. �e 
goodness of God is real among us, our donors and good Samaritans.

Continued

Co-Workers in the Neonatal Unit give good care 
to mothers and newborns.

Sr. Mary Bernadette Eboh loves her 
ministry as Administrator and Nurse.

Sr. Eugenia Osueke is a skilled 
Laboratory Technician, heading 
the Department.

Sisters Anthonia Uwakwe and Mary Bernadette Eboh (center) value the expertise of their 
Co-Workers: doctor, nurses, mid-wives and technicians at Notre Dame Medical Centre, Amoyo.

New ward at ND Medical Centre.
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SNDdeN in Ministry H I G H E R  E D U C A T I O N

Notre Dame de Namur University 
Turns a New Page
By Sr. Jean Stoner, SNDdeN, Chair of the NDNU Board of Trustees

ecently, the so� ware company, 
SurveyMonkey, announced a 
name-change to “Momentive.” 

� ey have cra� ed “a big bold vision 
for the future,” and the new name 
“gives a fresh page on which to tell that 
story.” � ey intend to keep their core 
values, focus on diversity, equity, and 
inclusion, and commitment to success.

Notre Dame de Namur University (NDNU) in Belmont, CA, can certainly 
say the same. A� er 170 years as an undergraduate institution of 
higher education, NDNU is transforming into a primarily graduate 
university with undergraduate degree completion programs with local 
community college districts. Like SurveyMonkey, NDNU can say, 

School San Jose, and Notre Dame 
Elementary School Belmont all 
descend from that original 1851 
San Jose foundation. 
Earlier still, Saint Julie herself 
crossed a threshold by moving 
her whole community from its 
birthplace in Amiens in France 
to a new permanent home base 
in Namur in what is now Belgium. 
Why did the Sisters cross these 
life-changing thresholds? Because, 
in every case, the choice to remain 
where they were o� ered no possibility 
or promise of their e� orts being able 
to � ourish. � at is the same reason 
NDNU last year gathered up wisdom gleaned over years of 
discernment and consultation, crossed over a major threshold, 
and embarked on a new path. 

In 1926, all students on the Belmont Campus gather in front of Ralston Hall to celebrate the 
75th Anniversary of the arrival of the Sisters in California (1851). (Photo: Courtesy of SNDdeN CA Archives) 

NDNU Hallmarks mosaic.

Life-Changing Thresholds
Another way to describe this moment in time for the NDNU learning 
community is to say that we are boldly crossing a threshold into 
a new future. We are understandably anxious about the daunting 
steps we have before us, but we have crossed over thresholds before. 
� e founding Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur established a pioneer 
foundation in Oregon in 1844, only to pull up stakes seven years later, 
move to California, and begin a new educational e� ort in San Jose. 
� en, in 1923 they created another version of Notre Dame by moving 
the elementary school, high school, and college boarders en masse to 
Belmont, leaving the day students in San Jose. Notre Dame de Namur 
University, Notre Dame High School Belmont, Notre Dame High 

“ We’ve crafted a big bold vision for NDNU’s future, a fresh 
page on which to tell our story. What won’t change: our 
mission, core values, and Hallmarks, our focus on diversity, 
equity, and inclusion, and our commitment to student success.”

R
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Your donations support 

and sustain our worldwide 

Mission on five continents.

The Congregation of the Sisters 
of Notre Dame de Namur (SNDdeN) 
is a charitable institution with 
501©3 status in the United States.
Contributions support our Mission in 
a variety of ministries across the world.

How to support our Mission?
a Give Charitable Gift Annuities

a Remember Sisters in your will

a Contribute gifts of stocks

a Send gift envelopes and more

a Contribute online

For more information, please contact:
Sister Leonore Coan, SNDdeN 
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur
Congregational Mission Office
30 Jeffreys Neck Road 
Ipswich, MA 01938 USA
coan@sndden.org

Website: www.sndden.org

Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur 
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Support Our Mission

NDNU Campus Aerial.

Transition to Graduate University
One of the decisive and signi�cant actions the NDNU Board of 
Trustees took was to move to monetize the property in order to 
provide the resources needed for a sustainable future for NDNU. 
�ey created a partnership with nearby Stanford University, giving 
Stanford the option to purchase the property within the next few 

years. When the sale happens, 
NDNU and Stanford will 
operate independently of each 
other and share the beautiful 
campus. �e potential 
transaction supports NDNU’s 
ongoing transition to a 
primarily graduate university 
while providing Stanford with 
additional space to support its 

people and programs. Historic Ralston Hall and unique Cunningham 
Chapel, in which every stained glass window features a woman, will 
continue to be highlights of the campus. 
NDNU has a proud history as the third oldest college in California 
and the �rst college in the state authorized to grant the baccalaureate 
degree to women. �e Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur have a legacy 
of embracing changes that make new things possible. NDNU honors 
the caretakers of this land before the Sisters arrived in 1923, the 
Ohlone people as well as notable families such as Ralston and Cipriani. 
NDNU has secured its future by �nding the potential next owner for 
this property. �is will provide resources for many new opportunities 

to continue the Sisters’ legacy of higher 
education rooted in the values of social 
justice and global peace.

Ralston Hall, National Historic Landmark



 Facebook.com/SNDdeN 

 Tweet with us on Twitter

 Subscribe to our e-newsletter online

Visit international Web sites of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur at:

www.sndden.org  ~  www.notredameonline.org  ~  www.ndvs.org 

• Read our stories  

• Share in our hope 

• Rejoice in God’s goodness

The expression of St. Julie Billiart, “How good is the good God! ”
showed her special gift of unique trust in God. Today Sisters of Notre Dame  

de Namur on five continents make known God’s goodness.

SNDdeN  Mission
Sisters of Notre Dame, women with hearts 
as wide as the world, make known God’s 
goodness and love, with and among 
people living in poverty, through a Gospel 
way of life, community and prayer.

Continuing a strong educational tradition, 
we take our stand with people living in 
poverty, especially women and children,  
in the most abandoned places.

Each of us commits her one and only life  
to work with others to create justice and 
peace for all.
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Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur have gone social…
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