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Dear Friends of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur,

arm greetings to all of you from Rome, where the Congregational
Leadership Team has been engaged in many activities aimed at
our ongoing goal of strengthening and growing the Congregation.

This issue of Good Works celebrates
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4 The Heritage Centre - A Place

Front Cover: of Remembrance and Inspiration

The cover photo shows
the exterior of the 7 Ministry in Higher Education
Heritage Centre of the and Caring for our Common Home

our commitment to education

Japan, South Africa, Belgium,
the United States and 25 years as

(NGO) at the United Nations.

The Heritage Centre is a source of
inspiration. The Sisters who have
gone before us continue to call
us to bring the message of God’s
goodness to new peoples and
new lands. We are inviting a new
generation of Sisters to answer
God’s call with us to minister to
those in need. We pray that you
will join us in these efforts, continuing to support us in all those ways
in which you have been encouraging us and for which we are grateful.

(Front L to R): Sisters Amarachi Grace Ezeonu,
Mary Johnson, Congregational Leader and
Evalyne Aseyo (Back L to R): Sisters Miriam
Montero Bereche and Lorraine Connell.

In our visits to our Sisters across Europe, Africa, the Americas

and Asia, we have been grateful for the work of our Sisters and

lay colleagues in preparing new generations to become dedicated
participants in bringing about the vision of justice and peace to which
we are called through the Gospel, the Church and the Congregation.
We have visited numerous Notre Dame schools and rejoiced in the
students we have met and with whom we have conversed.

We continue to join Pope Leo and the Church throughout the world
in praying for an end to the current violence in so many forms that
threaten the wellbeing of our students, families and many friends.

Gratefully,
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SNDdeN in Ministry

The Heritage Centre — A Place
of Remembrance and Inspiration

By Meg Glendon

he Heritage Centre located at the Sisters of Notre Dame de
Namur Motherhouse in Namur, Belgium draws visitors from
around the world. The Centre preserves the richness and the
traditions of Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur roots and offers
a gathering place for personal reflection and prayer. Visitors frequently
comment that the Centre is a place of calm, warmth and peace in
a world that sometimes seems chaotic and cold. It is open to the pubic
and welcomes people of all ages and backgrounds both as individuals
and as groups.

The Heritage Centre shares four themes. They include the lives of Saint
Julie and Francoise, the expansion of the Congregation on five continents,
the Mission and ministries of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur and
the spirituality of St. Julie. Upon entering the Heritage Centre, the visitor
will see large colorful panels. This art interweaves both information and
emotion into the story of the Congregation. The altar, the reliquary of
Mother Julie Billiart, the remains of Mother St. Joseph Blin de Bourdon,
founders of the Congregation and Mother Ignace Goethals, the third
General Superior, are in the sanctuary and sacristy.

The Heritage Centre wall includes over 12,000 names of Sisters who
made first vows as Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur from St. Julie to the
present. This wall of names is inspiring
and engaging as visitors often look to find
the name of a Sister they had in school or
take in the scope of the SNDdeN presence
on five continents.

The Sisters began thinking about the
creation of a heritage and spirituality
center in the early 2000s. In 2009, the
Congregational Leadership appointed

Sr. Marie Kelly to turn the concept into reality.

The names of Sisters of Notre Dame . . K .
de Namur who have made vows Sr. Marie worked with an international

since 1804. committee of Sisters, Marie Felten,
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Sr. Christiane Houet (L) and Sr. Jennifer Pierce (R) welcome Sr. Marie Kelly.
students to the Heritage Centre tour.

the General Archivist, and architect David Lucaccioni to create that
space within the church of the Motherhouse. That project came to
fruition when the Heritage Centre officially opened in June of 2012.
Upon reflecting on her time at the Heritage
Centre, Sr. Marie said “it was a privilege
and a joy for me to have the opportunity to
help create this new space dedicated to the
life of St. Julie and the story of the Sisters of
Notre Dame de Namur. The Sisters at the
Motherhouse and the team we assembled to
collaborate on this project were wonderful.”

In the words of the current Congregational
Leadership Team, “Our Heritage Centre

in Namur is a source of inspiration and
remembrance. Those Sisters who have gone
before us continue to call us to reach beyond
our homes and countries of origin, to bring the message of God's goodness
to new peoples and new lands. We are now inviting a new generation of

Sr. Margaret Walsh (L) and
Sr. Honorine Yamba (R) with
the statue of St. Julie Billiart.

Since its creation, the Heritage Centre has had seven Coordinators
from various parts of the Notre Dame world. They include:

41 Sr. Marie Kelly (US): e@a Sr. Christiane Houet
2009-2015 (Belgique Sud-France): 2018-2024

(= Sr.Honorine Yamba 0= Sr. Jennifer Pierce (US): 2023-2026
(Congo): 2012-2018 (;

QQv Sr. Margaret Walsh (= Sr. Monica Uhmeh (Nigeria): 2026
(Britain): 2015-2018 e(i/, Sr. Astrid Bomba (Congo): 2026
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Sisters to answer God’s call with us to continue to minister to those in
need, those in the most abandoned places.”

Each Coordinator who has served at the Heritage Centre has offered
her personal experience and gifts to the role, welcoming people, giving
guided tours and offering space for individual prayer and reflection.

In April 2026, Sr. Monica
Uhmeh from Nigeria and

Sr. Astrid Bamba from Congo
will begin their new ministry
at the Heritage Centre. As they
look forward to their new roles
Sr. Monica and Sr. Astrid
expressed how much they are
looking forward to deepening
their knowledge of Notre Dame
and welcoming and sharing that knowledge with the visitors they will
meet at the Centre in Namur.

Sr. Monica Uhmeh. Sr. Astrid Bamba.

Sisters who have ministered at the Heritage Centre through the years
noted that visitors often express the deep emotions and a sense of
renewal after spendlng time there. This seems to be consistent with
-u people at different stages of
life as well as from different
parts of the world. As one
boy said at the end of his visit,

Saint Julie’s life and the
history of the Sisters of
Notre Dame de Namur is
told in this place and we
know that story is alive
and continues today.”

Sr. Jennifer leading students on a tour.

For more information on the Heritage Centre, including
opportunities to visit, please go to sndden.org.
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SNDdeN in Ministry

MINISTRY IN HIGHER EDUCATION AND
CARING FOR OUR COMMON HOME

By Sr. Claudine Dumbi
e mission of the
Sisters of Notre
Dame de Namur,

that began in Congo
over two centuries ago,
continues with energy
and commitment in our
current day. While the
mission to share the
goodness of God with
others remains at the
core of our mission as
Sisters of Notre Dame
de Namur, we continue
to live out our mission in the context of the times in which we live and
the needs that emerge over time.

Sr. Claudine with the students in the Masters Degree
program at the International Symposium.

As a Dean and as a professor in the Department of Economics and
Development at the Catholic University of Congo, I would like to share
two areas of my ministry that are a part of the wider SNDdeN mission.
This includes teaching rural economics and sustainable development
within the university as well as ministering to women outside the
university to teach farming techniques that increase their ability to earn
a living through farming.

An important topic in Africa is rural economics because it is a sector
that establishes sustainable development, reduces food insecurity, creates
jobs and reduces poverty. Rural agriculture is deeply impacted by
climate change, which is why I focus my teaching and research on rural
economics and the environment. It is important that students understand
in concrete ways that they cannot analyze problems related to the rural
economy if they do not take into account the state of the environment.

As part of the learning experience, for example, in 2023, we received
funding from the Congolese government amounting to $18,000 US
dollars. This financial support enabled us to have 11,000 trees planted.

Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur 7



In June 2024, we planted 300 trees and in June 2024, we planted
another 250 trees. For June 2026, I am in contact with the Minister of
the Environment as well as several Non-Governmental Organizations
(NGOs) dedicated to environmental protection to secure their support
for planting more trees. I undertake this initiative to bridge the gap
between the theoretical and practical lessons I teach my students,

but also to care for our common home (Laudato Si).

COLLABORATING WITH OTHERS

The faculty of Economics and Development at the Catholic University
of Congo also initiated World Environment Day, which we celebrate
every June. We mobilize university authorities, invite ambassadors and
political leaders and plant trees with the students. For example, in June
2025, the Brazilian ambassador to the Democratic Republic of Congo
gave a lecture to our students on the Amazon rainforest. For June 2026,
we are working with the Minister of the Environment and several
NGOs dedicated to environmental protection to work with us as

we commemorate this year’s World Environment Day.

We also encourage collaboration with other universities on issues of
rural economics. Recently, we organized an international symposium
at the Catholic University of Congo, which had as its theme “Economic
Stability, Inclusive Growth, and Sustainable Development in Africa.”
The following universities participated in this first global symposium:
Ethiopia, Clermont-Ferrand/France, the Kingdom of Morocco, a
representative from the European Union, the University of Bangui

in the Central African Republic, and UCAO-UUA in Cote d’Ivoire.

Blessing of the new university building by Cardinal Ambongo.
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Sr. Claudine harvesting alongside the women farmers she supervises.

MOVING FORWARD WITH HOPE

In addition to teaching students, I have been blessed with the
opportunity to minister to women farmers who work under challenging
conditions due to scarce access to land. Many women’s only alternative
is farming because of the socio-economic crises which have been
occurring in the Democratic Republic of Congo for many decades.
These women contribute a great deal to the life and survival of their
various households and the reduction of poverty in Congo. Despite the
efforts which they exert, however, the enormous difficulties with which
they are confronted often paralyze their activities,

Most women farmers have only a small piece of land to cultivate.

I teach them to rotate the kinds of crops to avoid depletion of the soil
and the proliferation of disease which could lead to a decrease in yield
as well as agro-ecological practices to help them produce a successful
yield without degrading or polluting the soil.

Education and the environment are vital areas in Congo and in our
world. I enjoy the opportunity to serve in this ministry and contribute
to the mission of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur in our current
time. My hope is that our Congolese university students will have a
good measure of their hope restored given the widespread crises that
Congo has been experiencing for many years. May they also see
possibility for their lives and work in the context of positive values
and the strength God’s goodness can give them as they go out into

the world to build a better future.

Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur 9



SNDdeN in Ministry

Renewal in Hiroshima

By Shiori Kamigaki

Years 30, the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur opened

a school in Hiroshima Japan. The hill on which the school

was built initially looked over the vast devastation from
the atomic bomb that had been dropped at the end of World War II.
Now the school enjoys grand vistas of a

resurrected city.

During this year of celebration of the 75th year,
the school also completed a project of love and
preservation, transforming the convent where
Sisters had prayed together, lived in community
and served in the school from 1955 to 2017,
into a new facility for the school.

Exterior of the Chapel.

After many years of believing the building no longer met earthquake
safety requirements because of its age and serious concerns about the
dangers and inconveniences of living on a hill in a building with many
steps, the Sisters made the difficult decision to move to a new, safer
space in the city. The principal at the time, Mrs. Shiori Kamigaki, who
was also a graduate of the school, said that when the Sisters moved
she felt a deep sense of loss: “How could they be gone? They had always
been present on campus, praying for us in the chapel.”

At first the Sisters suggested demolishing the convent and building a
new chapel for the school. Mrs. Kamigaki said she prayed over what she
should do and they got the idea to consult architectural experts. When
she approached some alumnae who were architects, they quickly formed
a group which they christened Nadeshiko Architectural Association.

The nadeshiko is the official school flower, and is a symbol of feminine
strength in Japanese culture.

Their research revealed that despite being constructed during the post-war
years in Japan when materials were still scarce, the craftsmanship was
remarkable. Only the roof tiles needed to be replaced to bring the building
up to code. Its modernist design was found to be of significant value.
The group even published a fine booklet to give a historical record of
their findings.
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Teachers and former teachers - supporters First Mass in the newly restored Chapel.
and volunteers for the restoration project.

Many discussions regarding the future use of the building followed
among the Sisters, school, alumnae, and also the original construction
company. In the meantime, the Nadeshiko Architectural Association
organized three lectures and concerts, and also hosted tours of the
building. In the end, because of some maintenance concerns over the
size of the building, the decision was reached for a partial demolition
and a preservation and renovation of the chapel and the rooms around
it. This became a wonderful collaboration, with the Sisters covering the
costs of renovation and the school raising funds for taking down part
of the building and landscaping which followed.

After renovation the building was renamed “Julie Hall” The chapel retains
its familiar atmosphere, and the facility includes a multi-purpose hall,
exhibition rooms, and even guest rooms. The school has also dedicated
some rooms for a new support program for students who, for various
reasons, find it difficult to come to school. The initiative is called
“Francoise” after Julie’s great friend and support.

Outside, the removal of one wing of the
old convent has opened the convent garden
containing a Lourdes Grotto to public view.
The landscaping was based on designs
offered by current students, and it has been
named “Notre Dame de Lourdes Square”

Many members of the Notre Dame
family here in Japan came together

to make this new facility possible.

It preserves tradition, passes on the
spirit of St. Julie to the next generation,
and is already showing its versatility

The Lourdes Shrine on the Chapel
property. and potential for the future.
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SNDdeN in Ministry

Celebrating Sr. Marie Chantal Kisimbila’s
Three Decades in South Ajrica

By Sr. Brigid Rose Tiernan

n September 1994, Sr. Marie Chantal Kisimbila arrived in
Johannesburg, the first SNDdeN African-born missionary to
leave her home unit in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)
to join another SNDdeN African unit. Within a few days of
Sr. Chantal’s arrival, the South African Sisters buried their former
Provincial, Sr. Anne Julie Hicks, after her unexpected death. Sr. Chantal
was able to join them as they gathered
to do this. Sr. Anne Julie was herself
a missionary, having left the British
Province in 1962 to join the Vice-
Province of Southern Africa. So deeply
immersed in Southern Africa had
Anne Julie become that she had taken
out South African citizenship during the
repressive 1980s, when the Apartheid
regime was at its most intense.
Something of Sr. Anne Juli€’s tenacity
must have rubbed off on Sr. Chantal,
who for the next thirty years
demonstrated similar loyalty and
determination in her ministry to the
communities among whom she lived
and served until December 2025.

Chantal joined the SNDdeN Melville community in 1994 and set

out to become more fluent in English, following a language course

at the University of the Witwatersrand. She then went (as an intern)

to work in the Archdiocesan Schools’ Office, with a Belgian Missionary
of Africa, Fons van den Boer, who as a French speaker could ensure
Chantal’s language comprehension. This was to familiarize Chantal
with the administration of the 10 Archdiocesan Catholic schools, as
preparation for her future work in St. Peter Claver School, Maokeng.

Sr. Chantal at St. Peter’s, Maokeng
in the 1990s.
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Zimbabwe/South Africa (ZIMSA) Assembly 2010 ~ Sr. Chantal is 2nd from left in front row.

Ministry at St. Peter Claver School

Towards the end of 1995, Sr. Chantal moved to Kroonstad, some 200 km
south of Johannesburg. With Sisters Marie McLoughlin and Kay Bridge,
Chantal was to be a foundation member of a new community, taking
possession of a house in Maokeng township, within walking distance
of our school, St. Peter Claver’s. Sister Emer McNally (Sisters of Loreto)
worked with the three Sisters to help them intentionally build
community in a context that was foreign to each of them.

Sr. Chantal became an administrative assistant to the school Principal,
Sr. Dorothy Castles, and quickly endeared herself to the members of
staff, and school learners, who were amazed that an African woman
could not speak Sesotho, their mother tongue. Together with Sisters
Kay and Marie, Sr. Chantal studied and learned Sesotho so she could
better communicate with the people in her new ministry.

As the years went by, Sr. Chantal took over more of the financial
responsibilities in the school. In addition to managing the school
finances, Sr. Chantal worked alongside the SNDdeN Unit Treasurer,
Sr. Mary Therese Hawes, eventually taking over these responsibilities
from her.

Living in Maokeng, attending the local Church, St. Albert’s, being

able to visit families, comfort them in times of grief, following up

with families of pupils manifesting problematic behavior, getting to know
the grandmothers who were bringing up so many of the children in our
school, suited extrovert Sr. Chantal. Thirty years later, in 2025, she knew

three generations of families whose children were attending our school.
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While Sr. Chantal was in this country, there were several international
gatherings of SNDdeNs. Her joy at being able to welcome Sisters from
the DRC, and elsewhere, was always palpable. Similarly, Sr. Chantal had
the opportunity to attend Chapters and Southern Treasurers’ gatherings,
and she did this always identifiable as a Congolese SNDdeN, but very
much as a permanent resident of this country and Unit.

Sr. Chantal’s three decades at

St. Peter’s had her working under
three Principals: Mrs. Florence
Radebe, herself a former pupil,
took over from Sr. Dorothy in 1996,
and in 2012 Mrs. Zunelle de Ru
assumed the Head of School role,
when the school was extended to
add grades 10-12 to it.

Sr. Chantal is a great communicator,
and befriended WhatsApp quickly,
using it to stay connected with her
DRC friends, wherever in the Notre
Dame world they found themselves.
She made friends among Congolese
Sr. Chantal and Sr. Marie McLoughlin at families living and working in South
November 2025 farewell for Chantal at . -
St. Peter's. Africa. Her decision to return to her
home unit was not one taken lightly.
She holds the South Africa SNDdeN record for being stable in one area
of ministry for almost three decades. Before returning to Kimwenza, DRC
in December 2025, there were several farewell celebrations for Chantal,
each bringing together people whose lives had been deeply touched by
Chantal in many ways.

With Gratitude

We will miss her warmth and spontaneity, her contributions to our lives,
and we know Sr. Chantal will miss many things that were part of her
decades of living with us. In return for this, we hope her large family of
siblings, nieces and nephews, will relish her proximity to them, and that
she will enjoy getting to know the younger members of the DRC unit
who will listen to her stories, and enjoy her eyes lighting up as she recounts
her experiences as a missionary in ‘Afrique de Sud’.
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Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur
Invite You to

Supp@rt Our Mission

Your donations support and sustain our worldwide

Mission on five continents.

The Congregation of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur (SNDdeN)
is a charitable institution with 501 (c) 3 status in the United States.
Contributions support our Mission in a variety of ministries across the world.

How to support our j’(i/SSb@ﬂ/? . For more information,
. please contact:

Sister Leonore Coan, SNDdeN
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur
. Congregational Mission Office
in your will . 30 Jeffreys Neck Road
Contribute gifts of stocks . Ipswich, MA 01938 USA
coan@sndden.org

®# Give Charitable Gift Annuities

®# Remember the Sisters
of Notre Dame de Namur

Send gift envelopes and more

223

Contribute online Website: www.sndden.org
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SNDdeN in Ministry

e From Classroom to Community:
lml €mmanuel College Students
Learn Through Service

The Great American Experiment course introduces students to
Boston schools and community programs, helping them discover
how education and service can shape their future.

Emmanuel College, service-learning is more than an
tacademic requirement—it is a transformative experience
that connects students with the Boston community while
helping them discover their professional calling. Through the first-year
course “The Great American Experiment,” students engage in hands-on

service in local schools and youth programs, bringing classroom
learning to life while supporting children and families across the city.

For more than 20 years, Sr. Karen Hokanson,
SNDdeN, Dean of Education has incorporated
service-learning into her first-year course

for education majors, inviting students to
explore Boston’s diverse neighborhoods

and experience life beyond the campus.

In 2025-2026 over 100 students were in Boston
neighborhoods assisting the community.

@ @ sowoo ||LSITSS  Service to the common good is a core value

Sr. Karen Hokanson, SNDdeN () ©F th'e !Emmanuel Follege School of Education,

with Deidre Bradley-Turner, and it is an experience that often helps

Josh Rainone M.Ed, 2025,and  students discover their path through

Sara Thomson Class of 2027. : : . .
meaningful connections with the community.

For many education majors, this journey begins with an entry-level course,

EDUC1111: The Great American Experiment, which incorporates a

service-learning component that allows students to see theory in practice.

“We designed the course so students explore global issues while also
recognizing that many of them are new to Boston,” said Sr. Karen.

“We want them to explore the city and embrace our values of inclusive
communities while working in environments that may be different from
their own experience.”
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Abby Butts helping a student with an after-school art project and with a group of students
at Mission Grammar School.

Mission Grammar School

This was the case for Elementary Education major Abigail Butts '27,
who connected with Mission Grammar School through the course
during her first year. She began by assisting with the after-school
program, helping the host teacher provide activities, games, and
supervision for K-2 students.

Hands-on experience that encourages growth and reflection is central to
Emmanuel’s service-learning philosophy, said Associate Dean of School
of Education, Deirdre Bradley-Turner. “It’s important that classroom
learning and the service experience connect,” Bradley-Turner explained.
“Our focus is on the whole person—using gifts and talents to meet the
needs of our community. That really reflects who we are as an institution.”

Although Abby Butts attended Boston Public Schools through fourth
grade, being part of a Catholic school community was new to her.

“I had never been in a Catholic or private school setting, so it was
definitely a new world for me,” she said. “But the community was so
welcoming. Emmanuel has strong ties with the staff there, and I was
able to build those connections.”

Mission Grammar later offered Butts a work-study position,

where she now helps plan lessons and activities for students in the
after-school program. < was ﬂm%? get a work-study, job while
at Emmauuel,” she said. “The fact & came from my, velunteer
The experience also prepared Butts for her pre-practicum placement
with fourth- and fifth-grade students at the Richard J. Murphy School
in Dorchester. With partnerships in more than 30 schools across the
Boston area, Emmanuel students have opportunities to explore a
variety of classroom environments. “I didn’t know what to expect at
first,” she said, “but it turned out to be an amazing class and I've gained
so many connections from it.”
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“Education is such a wide field,” Bradley-Turner said. “Students studying
sociology, psychology, or education often find that service-learning allows
them to connect their academic studies with real-world experience.”

Slster‘ Mary Hart Children’s Program

9 ' ‘ Another student who found her
direction through the course is
Art Therapy major Mia Vendetti ‘25,
who connected with the Sister Mary
Hart Children’s Program during her
first year at Emmanuel. Vendetti
began tutoring students once a week
but quickly became more involved.
Today she works four days a week as
an intern, helping with administrative
tasks, event planning, and supporting
children in the program.

Emmanuel,” she said.

Mia Vendetti with student from the
Sister Mary Hart Children’s Program.

Vendetti hopes to become a clinical therapist working with students

in schools. Her service-learning experience helped confirm that goal.

“It influenced my decision to add a minor in education,” she said. “It made
me realize I want to work specifically with students.” Vendetti now minors
in both education and psychology and sees these disciplines working
together in her work with students. Recently she helped a child who
became frustrated while working on an art project and wanted to tear
up several drawings. “I encouraged the student to keep them so they could
see how each drawing showed improvement,” she said. “That moment
connected everything I've learned—art, psychology, and education.”

The mission of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur, who founded
Emmanuel College in 1919, continues to shape the College’s commitment
to education, community engagement, and service to those most in need.
Through service-learning experiences in Boston schools and community
programs, Emmanuel students discover how their gifts and talents can
make a difference in the lives of others. In doing so, they carry forward the
Sisters’ enduring tradition of educating for life.
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Come, join us as a Sister!

Sisters visited Saint Peter’s Basilica in Rome during a break between sessions
at a Congregational Meeting on Vocations, Formation and Safeguarding.

ecoming a Sister is a journey that begins with opening
@ your heart and mind to say YES to God's call and a
conversation with a religious community to understand
more about life as a Sister.

The Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur are an international
congregation of women religious sharing the goodness of
God with others in a spirit of prayer, community and service

on five continents. To learn more go to www.sndden.org.

Making known God’s goodness

; H SISTERS OF NOTRE DAME DE NAMUR
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Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur celebrating

25 Years at the United Nations

SISTERS OF
NoOTRE DAME
DE NAMUR
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isters, students and co-workers from various parts of the Notre

Dame world have participated in United Nations workshops and

programs on the environment, justice, peace and sustainability
either in person or virtually. They have continued this dialogue and

learning in their respective countries and ministries.

Visit us online: www.sndden.org



